
  

March / April 2010 

A devotional newsletter for the family and friends of Grace United Methodist Church in Perrysburg, Ohio 

Whatõs Inside: 

Adult Discipleship 
Opportunities .............. 2 

Experience Grace  

During Lent and Holy Week  

Godôs grace is always 

present and ever 

giving, but often the 

reliving of Jesusô final 

days on earth, his 

death, and 

resurrection on Easter 

bring Godôs grace into 

the forefront of our 

lives in a very 

powerful way.   

You are invited to 

participate in all the 

ways that Grace 

Church will 

experience Godôs 

grace during the 

season of Lent and 

beyond into the 

season of Easter.  A 

summary of special 

worship services and 

events is below.  Cut 

it out and post it on your refrigerator as a reminder!  

And be sure to participateð

thereôs no telling what blessings 

God has in store for you! 

Holy Week begins on Sunday, 

March 28th with Palm Sunday.  

Children are invited to participate 

in the ñPalm Paradeò in both 

worship services. 

Maundy Thursday, also known 

as Holy Thursday, is Thursday, 

April 1.  Pastor Kerry Wood will 

lead a special service known as 

ñTenebraeò at 7 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary.  The initiation of Holy 

Communion by Jesus at his Last 

Supper will be remembered and 

celebrated.  And the service will 

continue with Scripture readings 

and special music retelling 

Jesusô passion and death.  The 

Sanctuary will gradually be 
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Grace Church 2010 Holy Week Worship ScheduleGrace Church 2010 Holy Week Worship Schedule   
  

Sunday, March 28  

Palm Sunday Parade with Children at 8:30 service in the Sanctuary;  
     10:45 service in the FLC 
     (see details on Grace Kidsõ page inside) 

 
Thursday, April 1      7 p.m.      Sanctuary  

Tenebrae Service with Holy Communion.  Special music and readings of Jesusõ passion 
 
Friday, April 2     Noon     Sanctuary  

Community Good Friday Worship with Perrysburg area churches 
 
Sunday, April 4     Easter Worship  

Traditional Service 8:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

Easter 2009ôs Flowering Cross was a 
highlight of the celebration of Jesusô New 
Life.  Come to one of the Easter 
Celebrations on April 4th and contribute to a 
new Flowering Cross. 
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Changing  

the World in  

24 Hours  
No single event in human history has 

received more attention than the suffering and 

crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In his book/

DVD series, 24 

Hours That Changed 

the World, Adam 

Hamilton guides us 

through the last 

twenty-four hours of 

Jesus' life. Filmed on 

location in Jerusalem, this study will help you 

experience and understand the significance of 

Jesus' suffering and death in a way you never 

have before.   

 

The class meets in the Music Room  at 9:40 

am through March 28.  Led by Pastor Dennis. 

òGrace 101ó New 

Member Class 

Begins April 11  

If you have expressed an interest or have 

been thinking about the idea of joining the 

Membership of Grace United Methodist 

Church, we have the opportunity for you! 

  
Beginning Sunday, April 11th at 9:40 am you 

are invited to come to the Chapel, (near the 

main entrance of the Church) for a seven-

week class that will encourage and help you 

better understand the Christian faith that is 

embraced here at Grace.   

 

The leaders for our Grace 101 Membership 

Class are Ray Hogle and Paul 

VanLeuven.    If you have any questions 

please contact Deborah Zimmermam, Director 

of Adult Ministries at deborahz@bex.net. 

Never a Dull 

Moment Studying 

Lukeõs Gospel 
Think Bible study is dry, boring, and difficult?  

Donôt say that to anyone who comes to 

ñLooking at Lukeò on Sunday mornings at 

9:40 am in the Narthex.  They will beg to 

differ! 

 

The class is in the ñhome 

stretchò of Lukeôs Gospelða 

perfect study for the period 

leading up to and immediately 

following Easter.  Learn about 

Jesusô Last Supper, his 

passion and death, and the 

surprises of Resurrection!   

 

Led by Pastor Kerry, this class concludes by 

May 30.  Then weôll move to something new! 

Discover the òMe I Want to Beó (and 

Who God Calls You to Be) by Pastor Kerry Wood 

I read an article recently by John Ortberg called ñYour Spiritual Growth Plan.ò  Although heôs a 

Presbyterian pastor, I found my United Methodist head nodding repeatedly as Ortberg wrote what 

I have so often struggled to articulateðwhat living to become more like Jesus really means.  I 

found that his ideas are really not denominational at all.  In fact, they transcend our 

denominational differences and get at the heart of the Christian faith. 

 

A new book by Ortberg has just been released, along with a six-week 

study of Scripture, and I am extremely excited that I get to lead this 

class beginning Wednesday, April 14 in Fellowship Hall.  This class 

will pick up after the end of ñThe Wellò on Wednesdays and take us to the 

end of May.  However, I pray that what we learn in these six weeks will 

take us to the end of our lives!   

 

If youôve felt frustrated that ñgrowing in Christò is often guilt-laden hard work 

that doesn't get you anywhere, that you donôt have the ñget-up-and-goò that you think you need, 

that youôve tried ñthis planò or ñthat planò and nothing works, then come to this study!  I promise 

there are no quick fixes, or 5-steps to anything!  But you will hear clearly the right message, 

discern the right measure, and discover the right means to get all the joy and transformation 

Jesus promises to us.  You and I can each be the ñMe I want to Beò! 

All of the 

childrenôs and 

adult classes on 

Wednesdays for ñThe Wellò will have their last 

sessions on March 31, just before Easter and 

Perrysburg Schoolsô Spring Break. 

 

The dinners before the classes will also finish 

on the same evening.  However, the Grace 

youth programmingðRAW: Real Awesome 

Worshipðcontinues through the end of the 

school year.  Adults can also participate in a 

six-week Bible study that begins in April (see 

article to the left!) 

 

Many thanks goes to all of the wonderful 

volunteers and staff who helped put together 

the meals, set up the FLC each week, and 

lead the various classes.  The Well could not 

have been done without you!! 

òThe Welló Concludes 

March 31, 2010  

Adult Discipleship Opportunities 

mailto:deborahz@bex.net
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The Deborah House, which reaches out to young girls and teens 

whoôve been victims of sexual abuse and/or violence, has been 

recognized for its successes in rehabilitating their residents and 

offering them the abilities to lead happy, productive lives.  The 

Romanian government is now referring people to Deborah House and 

working with Deborah House leaders on occupancy requirements in 

order to make more room for girls in need.  This is a major milestone in 

Deborah Houseôs history because the government has previously been 

difficult to work with and sometimes hostile to Deborah 

Houseôs motives and methods. 

The oldest girls were recently moved into an 

apartment, which accomplishes two things:  1) Theyôre 

closer to fully independent living, and 2) More room 

was made for younger girls in the primary houses. 

An independent Christian charity has offered to match 

all gifts for Deborah House made in March 2010.  Deb 

Normand will sell Deb House cookies on Sunday, 

March 14th, and all proceeds from those sales will go 

to Deborah House and be doubled through this 

matching gift program.  If youôd like to also contribute to Deborah 

House, you can use the Mission Giving envelopes located in the pew 

pockets in the Sanctuary, or in the attendance pads in the Family Life 

Center. 

Deborah Houseõs 

Excellence Recognized by 

Romanian Government  

Top: Amanda with Tunde, one of the Deborah House girls  

Left: Girls get excited opening gifts made by Grace Junior High Girls 

Above:  A mural in Deborah House features Scripture verses written 

in Romanian (we think this may be Zephaniah 3:17) 

Editorôs Note: Amanda Tuttle, Grace Churchôs media and visual 

communications coordinator, had the opportunity to go to Romania and 

visit Deborah House as part of a mission team based in Atlanta.  

Amanda shares her memories with us... 

My trip to Romania was amazing!  The 

moment we walked into the Deborah 

House to meet the girls, they were 

running up to embrace us!  I think most 

of us new members of the missions 

team expected the girls to be sad or in 

need of love because of everything they 

had been through, but we were certainly 

wrong.  They showered us with affection 

and love from the first moment they saw 

us! 

The girls loved all the donations and activities.  They especially loved 

the jewelry-making.  Any free moment during the week was used for 

(ñAmazing Experiencesò continued on page 9) 

Amazing Experiences at 

Deborah House by Amanda Tuttle 
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The number of kids coming to KOWðalso 

known as ñKidôs Own Worshipòðduring the 

10:45 a.m. Worship service is amazing!  Well 

over 60 kids take part on a weekly basis.  

However, parents are highly encouraged to 

bring their children to more than KOWðbring 

them to Sunday School, too!   

 

The lessons kids learn in each do not 

overlap, but they are complementary.  There 

are several options for parents during Sunday 

School, too, so give God time on Sundays.  

Surely your familyôs eternity is worth two 

hours on Sunday mornings! 

Giving God Time  

Several Sunday school classes participated in 

the ñSouper Bowlò on Super Bowl Sunday.  

Students brought in cans of soup, stacked 

them up for a fun game of ñbowlingò and then 

donated the soup to PCU.  Participating 

classes were Kindergarten/First Grade, Fourth, 

Fifth, and the Sixth/Seventh Grade. 

 

The Souper Bowl is a nationwide food drive 

celebrating its 20th anniversary in 2010.  It is 

the single largest youth-led food drive in the 

country.  So far, the total donations of food and 

money to local food banks across the US is 

$8,430,413, with reports still coming in. 

 

Hooray to all the Grace Kids and Youth who 

contributed our portion to that total! 

Super Day for a òSouper Bowló Benefits PCU 

Worship On Wednesdays 

Although WOW continues through 

Wednesday, March 31 as part of Grace 

Churchôs ñThe Wellò, itôs not too late to join 

the fun!!   

 

Some highlights for March include: 

ñWelcome Springò/WOW Wrap-Up 

Celebrations in all grades 
Grades 1-2-3 students, don't forget to bring 

your Bibles each week for RINGPOP 

points 
Kickball for all Grade 4-5 girls and boys 

with David Reddick and Alan Chan from 6-

6:40 pm 
Grade 4-5 Girls will be visited by guest 

artists on March 10 and March 31.  Theyôll 

teach new stamping techniques for their 

card ministry.  Theyôll also be making 

yummy treats each week.  

Palm Sunday Parades 

We donôt want our early service worshippers 

missing out on a Palm Sunday parade!  All 

children from age 3 to 5th grade are invited to 

meet in the Narthex next to the Information 

Desk at 9:15 am on Mar 28.  Weôll get palm 

branches and parade through the Sanctuary 

on their closing hymn. 

 

At the 10:45 am service, KOW kids will lead 

the congregation in two songsðincluding our 

ñHosanna, Loud Hosannaò parade.  Weôll 

work on the songs each Sunday in March. 

 

Be sure not to miss our Easter celebrations.  

Weôll have special lessons, activities and 

snacks for KOW.  And remember, there will 

be NO Sunday School on April 4 Easter 

Sunday. 

Childrenõs Ministry Notes: 

WOW wraps up Mar 31;  

Special Events for Palm Sunday and Easter  



Handchimes are tuned square tubes with an external clapper mechanism.  

They are rung by handðsimilar to handbellsðbut are easier to ring and are 

more durable.  Grace Genesis Handchimes is open to any youthð4th 

grade and older.  No prior experience is required, and the group is just 

starting preparations for a Motherôs Day performance, May 9, 2010, at the 

10:45 a.m. worship service in the Family Life Center. 

 

Rehearsals are Wednesdays following WOW from 7:30-8 p.m. in the Choir 

Room.  They will continue after WOW concludes on March 31.  Kids and 

youth who play in this group will learn music, improve coordination, and 

experience the value of teamwork, discipline and greater self-esteem.  And 

even more importantly, they will share music for the glory of God! 

 

Interested students should complete an information sheet (available on the 

Grace Church websiteô Music page) and bring it to their first rehearsal.  

Parents or students may contact Mrs. Deborah Wood 

(deborah_wood@att.net or 419-873-5401) with questions.  

Genesis Handchimes Prepare for Motherõs Day 

Performance at the 10:45 Worship Service in FLC  

March / April 2010 

Grace Church is a great place to exercise both the gift of music making 

and the gift of music appreciating.  If you are a music maker, there are 

multiple opportunities to share your gift: 

 

Chancel Choirðconducted by Mitch Tyson.  Singers range in age 

from mid-teens to mid- (well, letôs just say some are more than mid-

way to the century mark).  They sing a variety of musical stylesð

traditional hymns, choral arrangements, and 

popular praise songs.  Menôs voices are 

particularly needed!.  Rehearsals are Thursdays 

from 7:30-9 p.m. in the Music Room.  Contact 

Mitch Tyson for details (poolmanm@aol.com or 

419-297-8744) 

Hosanna Bell Choirðconducted by Deborah 

Wood.  This group of adult bell ringers are 

ñnewbiesò at ringing and/or reading music.  They are learning the 

basics and having lots of fun together.  If youôd like to learn how, 

this is the place to come!  Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 6:45-

7:30 p.m. in the Music Room.  Contact Deborah Wood for more 

information (deborah_wood@att.net or 419-873-5401) 

Alleluia Ringersðconducted by Deborah Wood.  People with 

previous bell-ringing experience and/or those who can read music 

are welcome to be part of this group.  The music is exciting, the 

fellowship is inviting, and the worship is enticing.  Rehearsals are 

on Thursdays from 6:15-7:15 pm in the Music Room.  Contact 

Deborah Wood to learn more. 

Instrumental Ensemblesðconducted by Deborah Wood and Jim 

Caldwell.  If you play an instrumentðstrings, brass, woodwinds, 

percussionðthen thereôs a group for you!  Meeting occasionally 

throughout the year, these groups prepare worship 

music for special services and events.  Contact 

Deborah Wood.  

Grace Praise Teamðled by Dan Now.  This group 

consists of folks with a passion for Christ and 

contemporary praise music.  Singers, guitarists, bass 

players, drummers, keyboard players, and other 

instrumentalists work through a schedule to lead the 

music in the 10:45 am Worship services.  For more information, 

contact Dan Now (danielnowmusic@gmail.com or 419-930-8228) 

Grace Youth Praise Bandðmanaged by Terri Cochran and 

musical coaching by Tim Strausbaugh. Youth from junior high and 

senior high prepare music for Wednesdayôs RAW at 6 p.m.  

Rehearsals are Mondays from 5:30-7 pm.  Contact Terri Cochran 

for more info (edifiers_inspired@yahoo.com or 419-874-8061). 

Make Joyful Noises to the Lord ñWhatõs Stopping You? 
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Snow for Slowing Down (Psalm 131) 

 

In many parts of America, now is the time for heavy snowstorms.  

Snow for building snow forts and snowmenðthe delight of all red-

blooded American children.  Snow to be shoveled and re-shoveledð

the plague of all middle-aged men. 

 

A little four-year-old boy named David recently asked his mother, ñWhy 

does God let it keep snowing so much?ò  

She told David, ñGod is letting it snow 

because He thinks weôve been going too 

fast and should slow down.ò 

 

Itôs true that snow slows us down.  We 

complain because snow-covered streets 

prolong our drive to work or force us to 

cancel plans.  Could such delays be 

good for us?  Are you spending some 

time with your family?  The snow may 

be a blessing in disguise.  Use the time 

to relax at home.  Try relaxing and 

reflecting a little on your life. 

 

Perhaps God is saying to us: Slow down and think.  Through Psalm 

131, God reminds us how great He is and how much He is in control.  

When we slow down, God has a chance to enter our thoughts.  He can 

point us to the passing of time and our shortcomings.  He can remind 

us that Jesus Christ, came into this world to bring us forgiveness for 

thos shortcomings and salvation to eliminate them through him. 

 

Jesus did not always hurry.  He took time out to go out on a mountain 

alone to pray.  He relaxed at the home of his friends Mary, Martha and 

Lazarus.  Even in his suffering and death, he took time to forgive those 

who hung him on the cross and to comfort a thief with visions of 

paradise. 

 

Perhaps we need more snow time to think about God and to make Him 

part of our family life. 

 

Prayer: Thank God for the snow and for the opportunity to slow 

down for time with Him and one another. 

Reach Out (Mark 6:7-13) 

 

Reach outðand touch the stars in the dark winter sky 

Reach outðand feel a snowflake melt in your hand 

Reach outðand breathe in the cold heady air 

Reach outðand let the fresh wind of the Spirit sweep the cobwebs 

from your mind, body and spirit 

Reach outðand come alive in the 

newness of an exciting life and brand-

new day 

Reach outðand let the Word speak to 

you with words of power, conviction, 

meaning, truth, love, joy, and life 

Reach outðand breathe your new 

lifeðHIS lifeðinto another 

Reach outðand place your arm around 

the one your love 

Reach outðand touch the untouchable, the unlovable, the lost, the 

frightened, the weak, the overbearing, the aging, the dying, the comic, 

the phonyðwith His love and care 

Reach outðand sing a new song from the bottom of your soul and 

from the top of your soaring spirit 

Reach outðand march side by side with the searchers, the mourners, 

and the helpers 

Reach outðand tell the truth about yourself, your triumphs, your 

Leader, your Savior, your Power, and your Joy 

Reach outðand donôt stop reaching out until your arms have become 

His arms, your love His love, His death your death, His resurrection, 

your resurrection, and until every person has come to know and believe 

that He is reaching out to them forever! 

 

Prayer: Lord, help me reach out! 

 

If the doldrums of winter and snow lingering into March seems depressing to you, then take a moment to read these devotions.  Maybe theyôll add a touch of 
warmth to your life as we await the coming of Spring at last!  Devotionals submitted by Al Zunk.  Originally printed in My Daily Devotions, Concordia Publishers. 
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The summer that Dennis and I were married we moved to Pennsylvania 

where he spent 12 hour days going door to door selling reference books 

and Bibles for the Southwestern Company.  (Have we got stories.)   

Sometimes I would go along with him to keep him companyðnot 

because I like sitting in a car in sweltering heat for 12-13 hours. J 

One evening we traveled down a remote dirt road  under a canopy of 

giant trees to deliver some of the books that had been ordered.  

Darkness fell and the sky was lit with stars and a great moon.  Dennis 

completed the deliveries and we slowly headed back. As we drove along 

we came to the small wooden house of an elderly gentleman that had 

just received his Family Bible.  Framed in the window we could see him 

sitting at the table reading his new Bible by the light of an oil lamp.  It 

was luminous and peaceful.  It seemed to me that he had found the 

secret to all of lifeéthe Word of GODéand I envied him, as that was not 

where I was.   

I have stood at that window many times since. For it seemed that all of 

our purpose for being  was distilled in that imageésolitude, uncluttered 

space, an open heart, listening to God speak through His great Word 

and being ñpresentò to the voice of God.   That was 40 years ago and the 

memory is still thereéas God has used it to bring me to Himself. 

(ñFeed Your Lifeò continued on page 11) 

Feed Your Life by Reading the Bible By Judy Jean Ditto 

Those of you who seek out challenges, thrive 

on the determination to accomplish your goal, 

reading the Bible in 90 days is no easy feat.  

This is an intense experience that has inspired 

patience, discipline, and dedication.  Starting 

out, reading 12 pages a day seemed 

reasonable but I had no idea what I was getting 

myself into.  I have to be honest, I had no idea 

that reading the Bible would be so exhilarating.  

This has been a truly invigorating experience. 

 

To my benefit, I am an avid reader, and can 

think of only one book I couldnôt finish.  And the 

reason I couldnôt read the book was because I 

had zero connection with any of the characters.  

They werenôt real, I couldnôt relate to them in 

any way.  But again, luck is on my side.  I 

already know the main character of this book.  

God is in every chapter and in every book of 

the Bible.  The stories are glorifying God, 

showing His awesome power.  Making a 

connection to Him as I read has only 

strengthened my understanding and enjoyment 

while reading. 

 

My favorite part has been the discovery aspect 

of it all.  Discovering where my favorite 

childhood stories began, like David and 

Goliath.  Discovering where some of my 

favorite verses originated, such as 

Deuteronomy 6:5.  And discovering the 

awesome love and devotion our Lord God had 

(ñ90-Day Bible Readingò continued on page 11) 

Reading the Bible in 90 Days Challenge Proves 

Spiritually Invigorating and Exhilarating  by Tiffany Ahlberg 

ñFor the Word that 
God speaks is 
alive  and full of 
power  making it 
energizing ; it is 
sharper than any 
two-edged sword, 
penetrating to the  
dividing line of the  
breath (the soul)  
and the immortal spirit.ò  
                        ~ Hebrews 4:12  



òYAGOsó on Ice 

March 13  

The Whole Church is Invited  
to Join the Fun 

Hot (or should we say cold?) on the heels of the Winter 

Olympics in Vancouver, Grace Churchôs YAGOs are 

sponsoring their own style of ñlaugh-a-lympicsò in 

Bowling Green for a Curling tournament.  Anyone is 

welcome to join, whether a ñYAGOò or not! 

Rumors abound as to who is actually the best ñcurler,ò 

or what prizes will be awarded to the winners, but 

everyone is guaranteed to come away with memories!  

Cost is $5.00 per person, plus folks are asked to bring 

appetizers to share.  We will meet at the ice arena at 

6:00pm.  Donôt worry, no skating experience needed. 

Bring clean tennis shoes, and wear loose fitting pants. 

This event is open to all adults who are interested.  

Please sign up ASAP at the Information Desk in the 

Narthex or Family Life Center lobby. 

Call Sue Rogers at 419-874-8445 or Terry 

Dachenhaus at 419-874-3939 with questions. 
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stripped of all decoration and the lights will 

dim in remembrance of the sacrifice Jesus 

made.  The service ends powerfully in 

darkness. 

Grace is also the site for the Perrysburg 

Community Good Friday Worship at Noon 

on Friday, April 2.  Led by Perrysburg area 

clergy, this service will include readings 

and music from multiple churches. 

On Easter Sunday, Grace will retain its 

normal worship schedule with Traditional 

Worship at 8:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and 

Contemporary Worship in the Family Life 

Center at 10:45 a.m.  In between services, 

we will again have a fellowship brunch in 

Fellowship Hall.  Stay after the first service 

or come early to the second one and enjoy 

great food and fellowship.  Sunday 

School will NOT meet on Easter 

Sunday. 

Special observances of Jesusô 

resurrectionðincluding the Flowering 

Crossðwill be part of both worship 

services.  For the Flowering Cross, 

families are invited to bring one long-

stemmed flower per person to place in 

the crossô wire mesh.  Families can take 

pictures of the cross following each 

serviceðperhaps even do a whole family 

portrait! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Experience Grace During Lent and Holy Week  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Who:   All Men's Fraternity Participants - Past and Present! 

  

When: Sunday March 7th, 4 pm.  

  

Where:   Lucas County Arena 

  
What:   We have a suite available for a Men's Fraternity fellowship 
and fun night!  Whether you're in MF now, or have come in the past, 
we invite you to this fun event!  Limited number of tickets available.   
 
Check out the Grace Men's Fraternity Facebook page for more info!    
 
Please RSVP to Trevor Van Berkom.   
 Email:  VanBerkom@aol.com or 419-345-7045.  

The Fellowship Class invites anyone in the 

congregation who is 60+ or retired to join us in our 

monthly activities.  In the past, we have visited the art 

museum, nursing homes, had pot-lucks and partiesð

to name a few things.  (It seems all our activities 

involve foodé) 

On March 11, we are going to tour the Hayes 

Presidential Museum and Home in Fremont.  If you 

are interested, or would like more information, please 

call Ruth Shaffer (419-874-7181) or Nelva Steinecker 

(419-874-6083).  We hope you will join us! 

Fellowship Class : For 

Those Who Say Retirement is 

Just the Beginning of Living  


